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We are an inclusive community of faith,

strengthened by joyful hearts and engaged minds.



A Legacy of Love and Service

Honoring The Rev. Carrol Davenport

Sunday, December 14 will be a day of celebration at Trinity

as we gather to honor the ministry of the Rev. Carrol

Davenport. Carrol has been a beloved presence in our

community, and while we will miss her regular role among

us, we send her and her family our heartfelt prayers and

blessings as they step into the next chapter of their lives.

When Trinity faced the difficult decision in 2023 to move

forward without a full-time priest, Carrol stepped in with

grace and generosity, offering her ministry on a very

part-time basis. Throughout 2024, she faithfully preached and officiated twice each

month, while also nurturing a lay preaching team that led Morning Prayer on

alternate Sundays. Her leadership extended beyond the pulpit: Carrol guided Trinity

into compliance with the National Church's Safe Church Policy, and she devoted

herself to pastoral care for young families. Together with the Rev. Erin Pickersgill, she

began reimagining faith formation for children, ensuring that they were not only

learning but also joyfully participating in the Sunday Eucharist. Carrol's ministry was

marked by a deep commitment to safety, inclusion, and creativity, and her work laid

a strong foundation for the future of children's formation at Trinity.

In 2024, Trinity welcomed The Rev. Maria Evans to the staff, and Carrol continued to

guide both Safe Church practices and children's formation with her steady hand.

Under her leadership, Trinity embraced a new vision of intergenerational formation,

inviting children and their parents to learn and grow together in faith. This approach

has already begun to shape a vibrant future for our community, and plans are in

place to carry it forward after Carrol's retirement. With Kirstie Darby working
alongside Maria, the seeds Carrol planted will continue to flourish, ensuring that

children and families remain at the heart of Trinity's worship and learning.

Carrol shares:

"It has been an honor and a joy to serve Trinity, and even though I am retiring, I will

still be present here after recovery from my surgery."

This celebration is not only a farewell to Carrol's formal ministry but also a heartfelt

thank-you for her dedication, leadership, and love for Trinity. Please join us on

December 14 to honor her service and to bless her journey ahead.

At Trinity on December 14

Christmas Pageant
Celebration of Carrol's Ministry

Bishop's Committee

Communíty Meal at 5 p.m.
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Seasons of Change

Have you ever wondered why the colors in

church change, or why certain prayers and

readings appear when they do? The Episcopal

Church follows a liturgical calendar - a sacred

rhythm that orders our seasons of worship and

shapes our spiritual life throughout the year. This

calendar connects us to the story of Jesus and

the life of the Church, guiding us from Advent's

hopeful waiting to the celebration of Easter and

beyond.

Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany: The

coming of the Magi is celebrated on the Feast of

the Epiphany, always on January 6 - the “a-ha”

moment when the Magi realize Jesus is the

Messiah. The Baptism of our Lord follows on the

first Sunday after Epiphany, and the season

continues with stories of Jesus' ministry. The

length varies each year but never exceeds nine

Sundays. Color: Green.

ADVENT

Our calendar orders the liturgical year of the

Episcopal Church. The seasonal dates

change each year, depending on

the movable date of the

Sunday of the Resurrection

(Easter Day) and the fixed
date of our Lord's

Nativity (Christmas).

The liturgical calendar

helps us understand

the logic and

rhythm behind what

we do in worship.

Our Book of Common

Prayer (beginning on

page 15) and the

Episcopal Church

Ο

website (episcopalchurch.org

/calendar) explain it all in detail.

Below is a brief overview of our

seasons, major feast days, and their

meanings:
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Lent: Begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts forty

days (not counting Sundays), ending on

Easter Sunday. Lent is a penitential

season - a time to reflect, repent,

CHRISTMA  and renew our spiritual lives
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Advent: Advent means "coming" - we

await the coming of our Lord. This is the

beginning of the liturgical year. The season

lasts four weeks, ending with Christmas.

Color: Blue or purple.

Christmas: Celebrate the birth of Jesus!

Christmas begins December 25 (not

always a Sunday) and lasts twelve days,

ending with Epiphany. Color: White.
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EASTER

through prayer, fasting, and

study. The forty days

recall Jesus' time in the

RDIN wilderness. Color: Purple.
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Holy Week: Beginning

with Palm Sunday, we

journey from Jesus'

triumphant entry into

Jerusalem to his death

on the cross. Colors:

red, purple, black.

Easter: The Feast of the

Resurrection - the most

important day of the Christian

year! The Great Fifty Days of Easter

include seven Sundays and culminate with the

Feast of the Ascension. Color: White.

Pentecost: The day the disciples received the gift

of the Holy Spirit. Often called the "birthday of

the Church," it marks the sending forth of the

apostles to share God's love with the world.

Color: Red.

The Season after Pentecost (Ordinary Time):

Begins with Trinity Sunday and continues through

the remainder of the church year until Advent.

During this long green season, we hear stories of

Jesus' life and teachings - lessons that inspire us

to live out our faith daily. Color: Green.
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Lighting the Way
The Advent Wreath

During the holy season of Advent, one of the most familiar and

beloved symbols in our worship space is the Advent wreath. Its

simple circle of evergreens and candles invites us to slow down,

breathe deeply, and prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. The

circle has no beginning and no end, reminding us of God's eternal

love. The evergreens speak of hope and new life, even in the darkest

days of winter.

The tradition of the Advent wreath began in the 19th century when a

Lutheran pastor in Germany created a wreath to help children mark

the days until Christmas. Since then, Christians around the world-at

home and in church-have embraced this practice of lighting one

candle for each Sunday of Advent.

The first candle, usually blue or purple and often called the Prophet's Candle, calls us to hold

onto hope and to remember God's promises. The second candle, also blue or purple and

sometimes named the Bethlehem Candle, points us toward the preparations made to receive

Christ and the peace he brings. On Gaudete Sunday, the third candle, pink in color, is lit as a

bright sign of joy in the midst of waiting, marking a shift toward the nearness of Christmas. The

fourth candle, again blue or purple and known as the Angel's Candle, celebrates the love of God

revealed to the world and the proclamation of "peace on earth."

On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, the wreath is completed as we light the white Christ

Candle, rejoicing in the birth of Jesus-the Light of the World, who shines in every darkness.

Whether in our homes or gathered together at Trinity, the Advent wreath invites us to pause,

reflect, and draw near to Christ. May its light guide and bless us through this season of holy

expectation.

A Prayer for Advent:

Loving God, as we light these candles, kindle in us your hope, peace, joy, and love. Prepare our

hearts to welcome your Son, Jesus Christ, who brings light to the world. Amen.

'O come, O come Emmanuel
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Keeping the Season of Christmas

Christmas Services at Trinity
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025

Festival Celebration of Christmas at 7 p.m.

Christmas Day, December 25, 2025

Christmas Eucharist at 10 a.m.

At Trinity, we often hear reminders that Christmas is not just a day-it is a season. In the

Episcopal Church, the Christmas season begins on December 25 and continues for twelve joyful

days until the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6. These days invite us not to rush past the

mystery of Christ's birth, but to linger with it, allowing its light to settle into our hearts.

Christmas celebrates the wonder of the Incarnation: that God chose to come among us in Jesus,

sharing our humanity so that we might share God's life. It is a season filled with images of light

and hope, reminding us that God's presence shines even in the darkest places. The simple story

of the manger teaches us that God meets us in humility and tenderness, often in the very places

we least expect.

Throughout the Church, we keep these days with beauty and joy. Our worship on Christmas Eve

and Christmas Day centers on the familiar readings: the angels' song of peace, the shepherds'

wonder, and the powerful poetry of John's Gospel proclaiming that "the Word became flesh and

lived among us." The altar is dressed in white and gold, and the music of the season finally rises-

carols that have waited through Advent's quiet longing now fill the church with celebration.

Our greenery, candles, and lights remain through all twelve days as a sign that we are continuing

to "keep Christmas" even as the world outside moves quickly on. Along the way, the season also

includes several feast days-St. Stephen, St. John the Evangelist, the Holy Innocents, and the

Holy Name of Jesus-each one inviting us to reflect on a different facet of God's love revealed in

Christ.

As we move through these days together, may the story of Christ's birth remind us that God

draws near, not only once in Bethlehem, but again and again in our daily lives. Christmas invites

us to receive that nearness with gratitude, joy, and renewed hope for the year ahead.

A Prayer for the Christmas Season

Holy and gracious God, as we keep the days of Christmas, open our hearts to the light of your

Son. Help us to receive the gift of your nearness with joy, and to carry your love into the world

you came to save. May the peace of Christ be born anew in us, in our parish, and in all creation.

Amen.

Silent Night, Holy Night
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